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Gray’s Inn, Dec. 29, 1753. 


Multa ferunt Aum venientes commoda fecum: 


Hor. 





_ Uno avulfo non deficit alter 
Aureus, S Simili frondefcit Virga Metallo. VIRG. 
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T has for a long Time been the Objection 
to the periodical Writer of Effays, that e- . 
§ very Subject is pre-occupied; thatthe Speéfa- 
/ tors, Tatlers and Guardians have cultivated 
every Field of Reflection, and that there 
remains nothing untouched at prefent for 

wacGO yg the Adventurer in this Way. If theic 
Criticiims had their Weight with every one, there would be 
no fuch Thing as an Attempt to fhake off that Indolence, which 
feems to have overfpread the literary World, and which if not 
happily diffipated, muft prove the Bane of Tafte, Spirit and 
Emulation. 





Tuoucu J have all the Refpe& due to the Memory of the 
excellent Writers of the Papers abovementioned, I am far from 
paying them a blind Adoration; on the contrary amidft all 
that Effuleence of Genius, that furprizing Emanation of Wit, 

and 
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and that pleafant Vein of Humour, which is remarkable in moft 
of their Works, I can frequently defcry a Subjeé carelefly 
treated, without Method, without Reafoning, and without 
any Beauties of Stile or Language. I have often gone through 
a Series of important Trifles; I have found them vague upon 
Subjects of Criticifm, indeterminate in their Expreffions, loofe 
in their Definitions, and even fometimes ungrammatical in 
the Conftruétion of their Periods. This being the Cafe, I 
am of Opinion that it would be an erroneous Proceeding to 
crufh every other Attempt, merely becaufe Sir Richard Steel 
planned fo many Years before. Had the Rigour of this Sen- 
tence been carried into Execution, the World would never 
have been favoured with the inimitable Lucubrations of Mr. 
Fobnfon in the Rambler, a Paper, in my humble Judgment, 
carried on with a Spirit equal to any of his Predeceffors, in 
many Refpeéts not inferior to ddifon, and in fome, perhaps 
entitled to the Pre-eminence. That the Engh/o Language 
has received from this Writer many fupernumerary Ornaments, 
I believe, will not be contefted by any Judge in thefe Matters. 
‘He has handled every Topic with great Erudition and ftrong 
Senife, enlivened with all the Embellifhments of a warm Ima- 
gination, and the whole Set of in a manly, clear and harmonious 
‘Stile. If his Work has not the Variety of the Speé7ator, it is 
becaufe Mr. obnfon wrote fingly and alone; Whereas the 
former was concerted by a Number of different Hands; and 
therefore in the prefent Age, there feems to me, nothing 
wanting but a Coalition of a few bright Men, to equal the 
laft Age in periodical Productions of all Sorts. 


Ir I fhould add to the Lofs of the Gentleman, already men- 
tioned, the great Detriment a Suppreffion of my prefent in- 
genious Brothers of the Quill would oceafion in the Republic 
of Letters, I make no Doubt, but the their refpective Ad- 
mirers will form a Party to fupport what I advance. The 
Truth of the Matter is, there are many Subjects in every 
Branch of Science, and in all the liberal Arts, which, without 
Difpute, may be difcufled in fuch a Manner, as will conduce 
both to the Hntertarnment and Inftruction of the Public. For 
Inftance Mr. Addi/on’s Papers on Humour need never deter 
any Man, who has enquired into it, from offering his Thoughts 
to his Countrymen; for certainly there is Room for clearer 
reafoning, and more Accuracy and Precifion in the Expreffion 
than what we find in his Lucubrations on this Occafion. ‘The 
fame Author’s Criticifm on M&/ten’s Paradife-Lof, may likewife 
be equalled by fucceffive Writers; and every  fubject will ‘ftilt 
prefent new Points of View to the inquifitive Eye. The Re- 
Sions of Refle€tion, are like a champain Country, in which 
different 
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different Objects ftrike on different Imaginations, and Men dwel! 
on Parts of the Profpect, which have efcaped another’s No- 
tice, each taking the Path moft agreeable to his Fancy, and 
enjoying various Senfations of Delight, according to their re- 


fpecting Taftes for the Wonderful, the Regular, and the Beautiful. 


TuovuGu the time already elapfed has manifeftly pre-engaged 
many Remarks and Obfervations, infomuch that there is now 
hardly any Thing new remaining, yet the Alteration of Cuftems, 
Manners, and Fafhions in fucceffive Ages, will always afford 
frefh Matter for the comic Mufe. The Tree of Folly is like 
the Tree mentioned by Virgil; though many have plucked a 
Branch from it, it is fhortly replaced by another, and the new 
Growth fhoots into Day-light in quick Succeffion, and with 
undiminifhed Fertility ; fo that there never is a Deficiency of 
Matter for a Genius to feize, and there will always remain frefh 
Laurels to adorn the Brow of him who is ambitious to diftin- 
cuifh himfelf by a literary Fame. 


Are there thofe who delight in indulging a delicate Vein of 
Raillery on the Foibles and Peccadillios of the fair Sex ? Never 
was there more ample Room to difplay a Turn of Wit in 
that Way, than the prefent Times are fo happy as to afford. 
The Hoop has of late fwelled to a wider Circumference than 
ever, and by the Help of a few formidable Rows of Steel, 
not only ferves to protect the rigid Virtue of the Amazons, 
who wear them, but alfo threatens Mifchief to the whole Circle 
of Beaux, who are hardy enough to inveft the Ladies, in their 
well-fenc’d Entrenchments, notwithftanding the manifeft Dan- 
ger of fracturing a Shin-bone, or hurting the Pan of the Knee, 
by the leaft Inadvertence in their Approaches. While the 
Ladies continue in this Practice, I think they may fairly be 
charged with carrying concealed Arms, or making ufe of 
mafqued Batteries, for which, in my Opinion, they have no 
kind of Occafion, as they feem to me to poffefs more Cou- 
rage than any Amazon in Hiftory. For whereas thofe Virago’s, 
famous for martial Proweis, ufed to encounter the Men with 
only ove Breaft exerted, the modern Ladies are not afraid of 
meeting them with doth quite naked and difplayed to View. 
The Head is alfo built up many Stories higher than it ufed to 
be, and the Art of Painting flourifhes among them to fuch a 
Degree, that it is abfolutely impoflible to know an Acquaint- 
ance for any Length of Time together, each Fair-one having as 
many Faces, and as many Complexions for her Skin, as the 
different Mixtures of blended Colours can beftow. Add to this, 
that a Perfon may meet one of the fair Sex on one Day with 


an 
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an elegant Shape, and the next he fees her as big round the 
Waitt, as if the really were within a few Days of her Time, 
though Cribbidge and All-fours have fuppreffed the Reign of 
Love, and Cupid minds nothing now but cogging the Dice, 
or procuring a Pair-royal of Aces at Brag. 


I nave chofe to glide over thefe Articles by way of pointing 

out Matter to fome of my ingenious Cotemporaries ; and as | 

| they are never remarkable for Benevolence towards one another, | 
| the prefent Swarm of Scriblers, periodical Writers, &c. may 
demand their Animadverfion. On this Head there is Room 
for confidering the Source and Standard of Writing; Spirit, 
Tafte, and Senfe may be recommended to every Gentleman of 
the Quill, as the only Qualifications to introduce an Author to 
the public Favour. According to my Conception of Things, 
Invention is a requifite Talent for the Conduétor of a Pa- 
per, to be publifhed on a ftated Day; and though it is ne- 
ceflary, that the Writer fhould have fafhioned himfelf by an 
early Acquaintance with the beft Productions ancient and 
modern, I would have him derive from thofe excellent Matters 
an eafy Habitude of thinking, with Clearnefs and Elegance on 
any Subject, and a quick Facility of difpofing his Thoughts in 
the beft Method, fo as to follow one another coherently, and 
with fome degree of Vivacity, rather than an indigefted Heap 
of Crudities, which at the fame Time that they difcover the 
Fulnefs of the Author’s Stomach, alfo betray the Foulnefs of it, 


Tuts is another Topic, which the peculiar Fertility of the 
prefent Age has fupplied ; and a little Obfervation will evince, 
that new Lights are to be ftruck out in almoft every Branch 
of Literature. Since Mr. Addifon’s Time, a Du Bos has fhone 
forth in France, and a Spence in England, and the late inge- 
nious Editor of a Tranflation of Virgil has proved, that Rules 
for fine writing may be ftill enforced with great Propriety. 
Befides this, the happy Difpofition for Luxury, Gaming, and 
every Vice, Folly, Whim, Foible, Humour, and Extrava- 
gance, which prevail at prefent, feems to promife a_plen- 
tiful Crop every Year, without any Neceffity to let the Soil 
lie fallow, in Order afterwards to glean the Mud more plen- 
tifully from it, 


I nave thrown together thefe unconnected Hints, not with a 
View to ferve my own Paper, which has now been eftablifhed 
for more than a Year; but to convince the Public of the great 
Propriety with which fo many witty and {pirited Writers have 
lately undertaken to add to their Amufements. 

W. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 
From the Londen Gazette, 8th December. 


ERRATUM in our laf, 
FH OR HER Grace th Dutcuess of Dorfet, read His GRACE the 
DutcuHeEss of Dorfet. 
As this Article is not dated from Whitehall, Mr. Ranger humbly defires te 
know, whether it be of greater Authority than if it had been in the Dubdlin- Jour- 
nal. 


From the Paris A-la-Main, Dec. 24. 

As foon as the News of Mr. Caiphas being arrived at Paris, reached Ver- 
failles, his Majefty ordered Monf. D’ Argenfon to conduét him in one of the 
Body-Coaches to Court ; an Honour, which has not been conferred on any 
Exglifhman, fince the Days of Bifhep Burnet, who was diftinguifhed in the 
fame extraordinary manner by Lewis the XIVth. of which he gives a very 
exact Account, in his inimitable Hiftory of himfelf, in two Volumes Folio. 
When he was introduced into the Royal Prefence, the King received him 
with all the Refpect, due to fo uncommon a Perfonage, and after the Cere- 
mony of the Interview was over, Orders were given, that the Waters fhould 
play for his Diverfion. All the Nobility, in Confequence of this Reception, 
piqued themfelves upon fhewing Honours to this Gentleman ; and par- 
ticularly Monf. de Be/leifle, who takes a great Deal of Pleafure in his Con- 
verfation, as he is very converfant in the Funds, ever fince he was a Pri- 
foner in England, Nor are the Marks of Diftinc&tion fhewn Mr. Caiphas, 
confined to the Gentlemen about Court — Monf. Reameur, L’ Abbe de No- 
let, and the other Virtuofi of Paris, are highly ambitious of difplaying to 
him their Colle€tions of Curiofities, as they look upon him to be a moft 
confummate Connoifleur, by the Reputation he has acquired of being perfect- 

_ly acquainted with every thing relating to Sir Hans S/cane’s Mufeeum. 


Covent-Garden, Dec. 29. 
eems to b Sind o ality 1 O ar 
Tt f to be a Kind of Fatality hanging over the Author of the Ear/ o 
Effex, that, after al! his Labour and Application in finifhing his Perform- 
ances, he muft be obliged to wait feveral Seafons before he can prevail upon 
the Managers to exhibit them to the Public. He has now hy him a Traz.dy 
Anifned and readv for the Stag ut it is apprehended he will be obliged to 
finifhed and ready for the Stage, but it is apprehended | ll be obliged t 
poftpone his Solicitatiqns, to have it reprefented for two or three Winters 
more, or perhaps for nine, fo obfervant are the Mafters of Play-houles of 
Horace’s Rule to keep a Work lying by for a confiderabie Time. 
i ) 


Drary-Lane, Dee. 29. 
On /Fcdnefday lak a new Pantomime Entertainment, entitled Ffartequin 
Fortunatus,was.pretented here. It is writ entirely upon the Grecian Pian, 
fo much admired by the French Critics, and of Courfe does not bic very fair 
to pleafe the Multitude in this Country, whofe Tafte is too much vitiated 
frear’s monftrous Irregularity, to relifh the Simplicity of this Piece. 
Mr. Ranger will only obferve, that he is highly pleafed with the Fabric, 


on ioe 1: 7 | iii ill C t6-« ‘msc me ia BAS alsin ce 
NC sVLOTaty, the lt Miverlaityv, and Integrity of Its; and as tne Writing is 
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} ’ : £ 4} } Ce Die damich abate a ae 
equal all through ; he looks upon itto be one of the beft Pantomiimes inthe 
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Bedford Coffee-houfe, 24 Dec. 


The following isa Copy of Mr. Macklin’s farewell Epilogue, which 
has been handed about here this Day. The Reader will, perceive in it 
manifeft Traces of a Writer, who has often diverted the Town upon 
fimilar Occafions. In fome Lines the Author has jocofely made the Speak- 
er exhibit a Caricature of himfelf and his own peculiar Manner, but thefe 
Strokes will be obvious, without pointing them out. 


EPILOGUE, 


OOR I, tofs’d up and down from Shore to Shore, 
Sick, wet and weary, will to Sea no more ; 

Yet ’tis fome Comfort, tho? I quit the Trade, 
That this laft Voyage with Succefs is made, 
The Ship ful] laden, and the Freight all pay’d. 
Since then for Reafons I the Stage give o’er, 
And for your Sakes—write Tragedies no more: 
Some other Schemes, of courfe, poflefs my Brain, 
For he who once has eat,—muft eat again. 
And left this lank, this melancholy Phyz, 
Should grow more lank, more difmal than it is ; 
A Scheme I have in Hand will make you ftare! 
Tho’ off the Stage I {till muft be the Play’r. 
Still muft I follow the Theatric Plan, 
Exert my Comic Pow’rs, draw all I can, 
And to each Gueft appear a diffrent Man. 
I (like my Liquors) muft each Paiute hit, 
Rake with the Wild, be fober with the Cit, 
Nay fometimes aét my leaft becoming Part —the Wit. 
With Politicians I muft nod — feem full —— 
And a& my beft becoming Part — the Dull. 
My Plan is this—Man’s form’d a focial Creature, 
Requiring Converfe by the Laws of Nature ; 
And as the Moon can raife the fwelling Flood 
Or as the Mind is influenc’d by the Blood, 
So doI make myfelf well underftood. 
I’m puzzled faith—let us like Bayes agree it, 
You'll know my Plot much better when you feeit. 

But Truce with jefting, tet me now impart, 
The warm o’erflowings of a grateful Heart; 
Come good, come bad, while Life or Mem’ry laft, 
My Mind fhall treafure up your Favours paft : 
And might one added Boon encreafe the Store, 
With much lefs Sorrow fhould I quit this Shore: 
To mine, as you have been to me, prove kind, 
Prote& the Pledge, my Fondnefs leaves behind 5 
To you her Guardians I refign my Care, 
Let her with others your Indulgence hare ; 
Whate’er my Fate; if this my With prevails, 
> Twill glad the Father, tho’ the Schemi/? fails. 
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